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April 6, 1993 

TWO SPECIAL LECTURES ON ASIA AT THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

Japan’s unique drama of masks, music and dance, speech and mime, wiU be the 
subject of a lecture— No; An Introduction to Japan’s Classical Theatre— 2 d The Cleveland 
Museum of Art on Sunday, April 18, at 2:30 pm. Karen BrazeU, Professor of Classical 
Japanese Literature and Theatre at Cornell University, wiU offer insight and background 
for this dreamUy paced, highly stylized performance art. Dr. BrazeU’s first book, which 
won the National Book Award for Translation in 1974, is a translation of a medieval 
autobiographical narrative. The Confessions of Lady Nijo. She is co-author of books and 
videocassettes on performance aspects of No theatre and is editing an anthology of plays 
in aU the traditional Japanese theatrical forms. Her lecture complements an appearance 
by Tokyo’s No Theatre Troupe (at Cleveland State University, AprU 26, 8:30 pm), and is 
co-sponsored by the Art Museum and the Case Western Reserve University Asian 
Studies Program and Department of Modern Languages and Literatures. She wiU give 
the same lecture at The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, complementing the 

No Theatre Troupe’s performances there. 

* * * 

On the next Sunday, AprU 25, at 3:30 pm, Marylin Martin Rhie wUl talk about 
some of the most famous images of the Buddha. Her tiile-Early Buddhist Art on the Silk 
Road: Bamiyan to Yun-kang—a\hxdcs to the ancient network of trade routes which 
provided for the flow of ideas as weU as merchandise between China, India, and the 
Near East. Bamiyan, in modern-day Afghanistan, is the site of a remarkable 175-foot- 
taU standing Buddha, carved from living rock in the 4th or 5th century. The earliest such 
carvings in northern China, from the late 5th century, are a colossal seated Buddha and 
adjacent cave temples in Yiin-kang. Dr. Rhie is Jessie WeUs Post Professor of Art and 
East Asian Studies at Smith College, and is perhaps best known for her guest curatorship 
of the recent exhibition. Wisdom and Compassion: The Sacred Art of Tibet. 
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